GENERAL INTRODUCTION	U
customs can be traced until they "become lost. Familiar-
ity with classical, mediaeval, and modern history is an
essential. " There is nothing in our private and public
life," said Sir Mark Sykes, "which is not directly or in-
directly influenced by some human movement that took
place in this zone." Leaving out of all account the tem-
porary influence of large parts of Europe in the sixteenth
century and disregarding the tenure of Egypt and of
Northern Africa, at the outbreak of the "World War the
Turkish Empire controlled Mesopotamia, the cradle land
of early Biblical history and of civilizations which had
left their impress on earliest western culture; it con-
trolled Syria and Palestine, the birthplace of two great
religions and one of the most important centers of Hellen-
istic civilization; it controlled the land called Armenia in
the north and large parts of Arabia in the south both of
which have had their share in building the foundations
of western civilization; and finally, it included Anatolia,
commonly known as Asia Minor, the largest contributor
of all to our own culture and institutions. These "trial
grounds' * of European religious beliefs, of western demo-
cratic social institutions, and of those principles of art
which have had the greatest influence upon western taste
have been for nearly five hundred years in the possession
of a race which came out of central Asia and has had
little interest in or respect for the relics of those earlier
civilizations which were the direct antecedents of western
culture. Thousands of years have made relatively little
mutation in these venerated lancj^. Were the Great
Christian Teacher to return to the Holy Land and make
his dwelling there, the configuration of land and sea as
well as the crude agricultural tools would be familiar
sights. Likewise Cyrus, Alexander the Great, Constan-
tine, and Khalif Harun-al-Rashid would observe surpris-
ingly little change. The passing of time has brought
about a certain amount of imitation and adaptation but

